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“You Too Have a Master in Heaven” 
Keeping your Head in the Game 

Colossians 2:8-10; 3:18-4:1 
Prepared by Patrick J. Griffiths 

 
Terry Tate: Office Linebacker was a series of ads created for Reebok first shown during Super 
Bowl XXXVII in 2003.  Linebacker Terry Tate was hired by the fabricated business Flecher and 
Sons.  Ron Flecher narrated the video.  Throughout the commercial, Terry Tate tackles those 
who violate office protocol or appear to be coasting and not giving 100% at their job.  The hits 
put on those individuals by Terry Tate were jaw-jarring and body-breaking encounters.  They 
are the kind of hits that make you cringe.1  
 
The larger idea behind the video is to sell the Reebok line, yet the clear context is to stay in the 
game mentally.  What if every time we didn’t “keep our head in the game” we got thumped?  
Would we be more attentive?  I think so.  It is of great interest to me how we live in this 
current form oblivious to the greater reality surrounding us.  We fail to realize we are in 
spiritual conflict and at stake are our own souls and those within our circle of influence.  The 
stakes could not be higher. 
 
Although creation exists to declare the glory of God, we often are so embedded in the shadow 
that we fail to see beyond the shadow to the greater reality.  We make shadow the reality and 
fail to see God.  It is of utmost importance for us to have reminders as to how we are to live in 
this world. 
 
The Torah states in Numbers 15:38: "Speak to the children of Israel, and say to them, that they 
shall make themselves fringes on the corners of their garments throughout their generations, 
and they shall put on the corner fringe a blue thread." Wearing the [tassel] is also commanded 
in Deuteronomy 22:12: "You shall make yourself twisted threads, on the four corners of your 
garment with which you cover yourself." 
 

37 “The LORD also spoke to Moses, saying, 38 ‘Speak to the sons of Israel, and tell them that they 
shall make for themselves tassels on the corners of their garments throughout their generations, 
and that they shall put on the tassel of each corner a cord of blue. 39 It shall be a tassel for you to 
look at and remember all the commandments of the LORD, so as to do them and not follow 
after your own heart and your own eyes, after which you played the harlot, 40 so that you may 
remember to do all My commandments and be holy to your God. 41 I am the LORD your God 
who brought you out from the land of Egypt to be your God; I am the LORD your God’” (Num. 
15:37-41). 
 
“You shall make yourself tassels on the four corners of your garment with which you cover 
yourself” (Deut. 22:12). 

 
In our own corporate gathering, those with children often avail themselves of the childcare.  
When dropping off their child they receive a bracelet with an identifying number.  The 
bracelet reminds them of their responsibility to pick their child up after the service.  It also 
serves as a means of getting the parent’s attention should their services be needed.  Anyone 
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wearing the bracelet and those who see the bracelet know what it represents.  Although the 
reason for the bracelet is different than the blue thread on the garment, the idea to “remember 
the larger picture” is the same. 
 
Each Sunday as we gather we are called upon to remember the Story.  Each day as we read the 
text we are called upon to remember the Story.  We cannot afford to forget.  The cost to 
forgetting is so severe as to cause immeasurable harm to our souls.  The genius of this text is 
found by reading the text from the bottom up; we too have a Master in heaven (Col. 4:1).  
Regardless of where we are administratively, we too have a Master in heaven. 
 
This text calls us to remember various responsibilities.  The intent is for us not to forget but to 
remember that Jesus Christ is all and in all.  Everything we have is because of Him.  
Everything in this created order is under His mastery/oversight.  Everything is from Him, 
sustained by Him, and for Him.  Every day we must remember this.  We remember this by 
responding to the Holy Spirit and to live this life under the gracious gaze of God. 
 
“[Our current passage]/Colossians 3:18-4:1 is a self-contained paraenetic unit consisting of 
three pairs of reciprocal exhortations.  In each case the exhortation deals with the proper kind 
of attitude or action which should be shown by one member to the other.  In this household 
table Paul deals with concrete human relations within the ancient oikos, not with abstract 
ordinances”2  
 
I believe the dominate idea behind this text is how these relationships are structured or 
administrated.  Within the context of these relationships, those with oversight are to exercise it 
with justice and fairness knowing they are under oversight, and those who are to yield to the 
oversight are to do so respectfully and gladly.   
 
The tragedy of our times is how sin has caused something beautiful to be marred and 
defamed.  Because of sin, the relationships of our lives can be marked by abuse and cruelty.  
How tragic to have such a mean-spirited and perhaps wicked father that any utterance of the 
word brings distain and a metallic taste in one’s mouth; yet the great beauty of calling God 
Abba cannot be lost to us.  Today, all fathers must repent of their wickedness to their wives 
and children if they are the occasion and cause of a diminished view of God as the great 
Father.  But let us not dismiss the text simply because of our past experience or present trials.   
This text is beautiful, for it reflects the communion within the Trinity of God.  Let us now 
consider the text. 
 
We have already noted the shape of the garment worn by the wife in verse 18.  We have also 
considered the shape of the garment worn by the husband in verse 19.  Although our text 
speaks next to the children, we will speak to fathers first and then to the child.  Although we 
do not want to place too much weight on the following thought, we do believe the order is not 
random or arbitrary.  Training a child begins with the relationship between the mother and 
father. 
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It is impossible to ignore cause and effect throughout this text.  It is wrong, however, to always 
assign fault or blame on poor parenting.  Sometimes bad things happen to good people and 
good things happen to bad people.  Why does this happen?  It happens because God wrote a 
Story where rebellion exists, sin is punished, Jesus is the Hero, and sinners are redeemed. 
 
As a fellowship, we stress the need to have healthy marriages in order to reach and teach our 
own children.  What parents do will always speak louder than what the church can do.  This 
does not absolve us of our God-given responsibility nor does it absolve you of needing to 
work on your marriage and with your child.  Now we will consider the shape of the garment 
worn by the father in verse 21.   
 
The text begins with a prohibition in verse 21, “Do not exasperate.”  The historical context of 
this text is significant.  “In contemporary society the roman patria potestas gave the father 
unlimited power over his children and this law exercised a considerable degree of influence in 
the Hellenistic culture generally.”3    The patria potestas “power of the father” was far reaching.  
Consider the explanation of a father’s control of a child in Roman culture. 
 

patria potestas,  (Latin: “power of a father”), in Roman family law, power that the male 
head of a family exercised over his children and his more remote descendants in the 
male line, whatever their age, as well as over those brought into the family by adoption. 
This power meant originally not only that he had control over the persons of his 
children, amounting even to a right to inflict capital punishment, but that he alone had 
any rights in private law. Thus, acquisitions of a child became the property of the 
father.4 

 
The prohibition suggests fathers were [or are] exasperating their children.  “Fathers are told to 
not provoke their children (3:21); apparently the fathers were habitually provoking their 
children—the negative used and the tense of the word translated “provoke” indicates the 
halting of an action in progress.”5    
 
Again we have a present active imperative.  Why the command?  Because this is perhaps our 
greatest area of conflict.  In each of the imperatives we see our Achilles heel.  It is the 
overwhelming frustration we have all felt leaving us initially in tears, then complete 
frustration, and finally despair and listlessness.  Fathers have this ability to bother their 
children to tears.  Paul’s admonition is straightforward -- back off!   Although I am inclined to 
see the father as being a generic term that includes both parents, this text is speaking directly 
to fathers.   The word means to “stir up” or “excite.”  The context shows it in a negative light. 
 
“Paul’s word suggests a desire to irritate either by nagging at them or, more seriously still, 

by deriding their efforts and wounding their [hopes].  The net result will be that children 
become exasperated and ‘give up’ on their parents in despair of ever understanding their 
mentality.”6    “The apostle is teaching that parents should be careful not to give in to fault-

finding, nor to be always nagging their children.”7    It is of interest to think about the weight 
assigned to the “tongue” in the Book of Proverbs. 
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“There is one who speaks rashly like the thrusts of a sword, But the tongue of the wise 
brings healing” (Prov. 12:18). 
 
“A soothing tongue is a tree of life, But perversion in it crushes the spirit” (Prov. 15:4). 
 
“Death and life are in the power of the tongue, And those who love it will eat its fruit” 
(Prov. 18:21). 
 
“He who guards his mouth and his tongue, Guards his soul from troubles” (Prov. 
21:23). 

 
One author notes the following, “There are many verbal weapons: ‘idiot,’ ‘stupid,’ ‘jerk,’ and 
worse. What we say to our children affects them profoundly. Parents who verbally criticize 
their children were usually raised in the same way. They may be in denial about this. It may be 
that they can not properly identify what they experienced as ‘abuse.’”8 
 
Another author highlights our vulnerability in this area by noting the following.   
 

You may be verbally abusing your child if you are doing any of the following:  
•Name-calling, belittling, swearing, insulting. ("You are stupid." "You're a rotten kid.") Indirect 
criticism, such as disparaging your child to your spouse, also hurts. Just because you're not berating 
your child directly doesn't mean he doesn't hear it and feel the sting.  
•Rejecting or threatening with abandonment. ("I wish you'd never been born." "I should put you 
up for adoption.") This kind of verbal abuse creates a sense that your child doesn't belong -- and 
isn't wanted -- in the family.  
•Threatening bodily harm. Studies have linked verbal aggression and physical aggression: A 
Harvard study found, for example, that "parents who yell frequently are the ones most likely to hit 
frequently, and vice versa." Even if you don't act on violent threats, they may make your child fear 
you and distrust you.  
•Scapegoating or blaming. ("You're the reason this family is such a mess." "If I didn't have to take 
care of you, I could have a better life." "If you weren't so clumsy, your sister wouldn't have gotten 
hurt.") Your child will think he's a bad person who deserves to be unhappy.  
•Using sarcasm. Making a mocking remark, such as "Now that was smart" when he spills grape 
juice on the rug, might seem like a way to avoid direct criticism, but your child is perceptive 
enough to understand that you're demeaning him.  
•Berating your spouse. A study at the University of Maryland, Baltimore County, determined that 
children who see their parents verbally abusing each other are more likely to be depressed or 
anxious, and to experience more interpersonal problems of their own.9 

 
Folks, we might think this is good parenting, and it might reflect the way we were raised, but 
it is nothing short of sin against our children and our God.  What we think is making our child 
“tough,” is nothing short of sin.  We are not trying to break a horse.   
 
Your child is a gift from God; treat them accordingly.  It is said of Martin Luther’s childhood 
that it was devoid of joy.  “Extreme simplicity and inflexible severity characterized their home 
life, so that the joys of childhood were virtually unknown to him. His father once beat him so 
mercilessly that he ran away from home and was so ‘embittered against him that he had to 
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win me to himself again.’ His mother, ‘on account of an insignificant nut, beat me till the blood 
flowed, and it was this harshness and severity of the life I led with them that forced me 
subsequently to run away to a monastery and become a monk.’ The same cruelty was the 
experience of his earliest school-days, when in one morning he was punished no less than 
fifteen times.”10   
 
As fathers we are not to exasperate our children.  The commands are very specific: wives 
submit to their own husbands, husbands love their own wives, and fathers do not exasperate 
their own children.  It is not our responsibility to raise every child, only our own child.  We 
sometimes have these glorious thoughts of impacting our world for Christ.  This is all grand, 
but what about your own child?  Don’t win the world, and lose your own child.  Your child is 

your world. 
 
The text tells us why we are not to exasperate our children, “So that they will not lose heart.”  
This word is found only here.  It means to be dispirited or broken in spirit.  Because of total 
depravity there is something innate to a child that must be broken by God and enslaved to the 
gospel.  The idea of breaking a child’s will is a fragile concept.  The last thing we wish to have 
happen is the losing of hope in the life of our children.  A child’s rebellion must be broken. 
However, this is the work of the Holy Spirit and the means is often through the parents.  If 
their rebellion is not broken, they will be filled with self.  An unruly child can grow up to be a 
rebellious teen and an irresponsible and an entitlement assuming adult.   
 
The ability to conceive a child is overshadowed by the larger responsibility of training a child.  
“The corresponding passage in Ephesians 6:4 set the positive counterpart when it urges fathers 
to rear their children ‘in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.’  There should be firm 
guidance, not servitude.”11   
 
I find this idea interesting because we’ve made it more complicated than it really is.  The 
responsibility of raising a child has multiple levels.  For example there are social skills each 
child should learn; issues of personal hygiene are significant and how to live larger than 
oneself.  Yet apart from what we might consider common sense as Christian parents, there are 
two notable truths embedded in this text. 
 
First, we must teach our children to function within the context of hierarchy.  If we do not 
have structure within our home, our children will not learn to obey the cultural mores of the 
land.  How well are you and your spouse communicating this structure, and how well do you 
follow the structures put in play in your life?  Does your child hear you always complaining 
about work or church or the government? 
 
Everyone must understand the hierarchy in which they exist.  Colossians 3:18-4:1 speaks of 
hierarchy.  Everyone must learn submission to oversight – all submission is rooted in God as 
Creator (Matt. 6 – Your kingdom come, Your will be done).   
 
Second, teach your children who God is, what He has done, and who they are in Him.  Teach 
them the Story.  We cannot stress this enough.  This is what we endeavor to do each Sunday 
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and in the larger corporate expression of our mission.  Do you know and are you learning the 
Story?  Here is the Story in a “nutshell.” 
 

1. God 
2. Creation 
3. Rejection and judgment 
4. Redemption promised and pictured 
5. Re-creation initiated 
6. God and creation  

 
Do you get this?  Everything within this Story is from God, sustained by God and for God.   
 
When parenting, we often fail to grasp the reality of what we are doing – the reality is spiritual 
warfare.  We are doing battle over/for the souls of the household.  Let us pause for just a 
moment and speak to the grandparents of our fellowship.  Friends, we have an enormous 
privilege placed at our feet.  Perhaps you were a terrible parent and need to repent to your 
child, but let us not lose our moment in the Story.  Deal with the past in order to powerfully 
influence the present.  Reinforce the two elements already noted.  Help your children reach 
and teach their children, your grandchildren.   
 
When playing football in the NFL, each player puts on all the equipment.  Yet even with all the 
equipment, people get injured.  But no one plays without the necessary protection.  Ephesians 
6:10ff tells us how to parent, how to “fight well” for the souls of our household. 
 
If someone stumbled into the huddle without the necessary equipment, we would say, “Come 
on, really?”  “What are you thinking?”  Three things are possible.  First, they do not have their 
head in the game.  Second, there is a strong possibility they are going to get hurt.  And finally, 
chances are you will be injured as well.  I appeal to you weekly to get your head in the game 
(The Story) because if you do not, the possibility of you getting hurt increases, not just for you 
but also for those who are counting on you. 
 
Now, let us say the frontline (i.e. the center, guard, and tackle) for Aaron Rodger shows up to 
play without any equipment.  Do you think Aaron Rodgers is concerned even though he is 
fully equipped?  You betcha! – Aaron Rodgers knows it is only a matter of time before they 
break through and he starts getting sacked. 
 
When focus is lacking a coach will often grab the face mask of the player, pull them in close, 
and say “Get your head in the game!”  Friend, husbands, fathers, wives, mothers, aunts, 
uncles, and grand-parents we need to get our head in the game, put on the armor and get 
fighting for the souls of our loved ones.   
 
If we were soldiers in a hostile country with an ever present enemy, everyday we would make 
sure our equipment worked, and we would be attentive to the detail.  We would also hope and 
pray and expect our band of brothers to be equally attentive for we believe they have our back. 
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We’re fighting with all who oppose the enemy (the global body), but there is a special 
company that lean on us and we on them (the local church).  Some of us are showing up 
unarmed and oblivious to the battle.  All hell has broken loose and we’re showing up in shorts, 
tee-shirt, and a picnic lunch. 
 
Friends, with our own children we must draw lines in the sand.  In his classic work The Lord 
of the Rings J.R.R. Tolkien has Gandalf facing the Balrog at the Bridge of Khazad-dûm of 
Morgoth, he drew his line in the sand and said, “You shall not pass.”12  
 

In the scene Gandalf, after what appears to be the defeat of the Balrog, turns his back on it only 
to be caught from behind and dragged into the bowels of the earth fighting as he descends.  He 
continues to fight until the Balrog is fully and finally defeated.  It costs him his life, yet he is 
raised from death to life.  J.R.R. Tolkien was a professing Christian and wrote his epic novel 
based on the Story.  The fight we are engaged in is relentless and constant and to the death. 
 

As leaders within our home we must fully recognize we are not fighting against “flesh and 
blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, 
against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places.” 
 

10 “Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of His might.  11 Put on the full 
armor of God, so that you will be able to stand firm against the schemes of the devil.  12 

For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the 
powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of 
wickedness in the heavenly places.  13 Therefore, take up the full armor of God, so that 
you will be able to resist in the evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm” 
(Eph. 6:10-13). 

 
Friend, we must take up the full armor of God, so that we will be able to resist in the evil day, 
and having done everything, to stand firm. 
 
Having looked at the admonition to fathers, let us consider Paul’s words to children and 
consider the shape of their garment (v. 20).  First, children are invited to obey their fathers.  
The obedience of our children is not contingent on the strength or health of our marriage or 
how well we are seeking the Lord.  Our desire to seek the Lord is always a positive, but it is 
not a guarantee. 
 
This is the only time a command is given directly to children.  Again we have the present 
active imperative.  The word choice is different than that of “submission” for the wife.  Here 
the word means, “To listen or hear under” whereas for the wife it is “to place yourself under 
the authority of another.”  “The injunction to children, like that to slaves, is put rather more 
strongly than the one to wives.  While the latter was expressed in the middle voice, suggesting 
voluntary submission, the admonitions to children and slaves are in the active imperative 
denoting absolute obedience.  The absoluteness of the command is strengthened by the phrase, 
‘in all things.’”13  “’Submission’ and ‘obedience’ are distinct but overlapping concepts.  
Submission is the broader concept, implying a general ‘order’ in a particular relationship that 
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renders it appropriate for one party to defer to another.  Obedience is the specific form that 
submission will often take.”14   
 
A wife’s submission to her husband is one of yielding.  A child’s obedience to a parent is one 
of compliance.  Children must learn to listen and then obey.  I do believe we should dialogue 
with our children and explain to them why certain things are expected of them.  However, let 
us not assume we are to reason with our children on every issue.  Simple obedience is still 
intrinsically right. 
 
This word “obey” is an interesting word.  It is used of nature’s obedience to the call of Christ.  
It is used of the sinner’s obedience to the call of the gospel.  It is an abandonment kind of 
obedience.  It speaks to an obedience that is complete and full.  It is used of Sarah and 
Abraham in 1 Peter 3, but I am not convinced it is the same as the command for her to submit, 
but rather a small display of her respectful spirit toward her husband.  The word is used of 
servants toward their masters. 
 
Again the commands are very specific: wives submit to their own husbands, husbands love 
their own wives, fathers do not exasperate their own children, and children obey their own 
parents.  There should be social respect toward all those in positions of authority, but children 
are only called to explicitly obey their own parents.  How long does this position of 
submission/obedience last?  Most certainly as long as the child lives under one’s roof, but I 
would also suggest to you that even an adult child is not without oversight.  Even though as a 
single adult you might live apart from parental oversight, you must still recognize yourself 
under the oversight of someone. 
 
The text speaks to the larger context where this obedience is displayed, “in all things.”  There 
is nothing falling outside of this sphere.  Children must develop a sense of duty.  They are to 
obey because it is right to obey, not necessarily because they want to obey.  It is always a 
delight to have guided a child in such a way that what they choose to do is what we wish them 
to do.   
 
It is of interest to see the similarity of the injunction to children and to slaves.  Neither one is to 
be denigrated or thought less of, yet both are to respond to the oversight placed above them.  It 
is unfortunate our image of these ideas is so colored by our depravity, yet as we submit to and 
obey God, there is nothing negative in it. 
 
The text also tells us why a child’s obedience is important, “For this is well-pleasing to the 
Lord.”  Herein lays their motive for obeying.  What is amazing is Paul’s constant focus away 
from the act and to the Lord.  A wife’s submission is first to the Lord, a husband’s love is first 
to the Lord, and a child’s obedience is first to the Lord.  The relational implications of 
positional truth constantly seek to ground us in Him.  A child’s obedience to the parent is 
simply the overflow of his obedience to the Lord.  A rebellious child is not submitting to the 
Lord.  He is not concerned with pleasing the Lord.  Is the idea of “well-pleasing” different than 
that of a wives submission being “fitting?”  I think not.  Both are appropriate within the 
hierarchy of the household.   
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“The wording of the Greek suggests that Paul is not so much saying that ‘this is pleasing to the 
Lord’ but that is it pleasing ‘in the Lord,’ that is, the obedience of children is appropriate 
behavior within the community that acknowledges Christ as their Lord.”15  All relationships 
are affected by positional truth.  Notice the fourth area. 
 
Paul turns his attention to the social/cultural context of his day and he notes the dynamic 
between a slave holder and his slaves (vv. 22-25).  “More space and attention are given to the 
responsibilities of slaves than to the combined responsibilities of husbands, wives, parents, 
and children.”  Why?  First, the letter itself is being returned by a runaway slave who was now 
a believer (4:9).  Second, many Christians were slaves.  Slaves constituted almost one-half of 
the population of the Roman Empire.  Far more can and should be said concerning the issue of 
slavery, however, let us note the following. 
 
“Many often reference this last pair as support that the code is not applicable to modern 
readers today: we generally do not have the kind of slavery that existed then. It is interesting, 
then, that the author does not seek to do away with slavery in that time. As Patzia noted, 
“Christianity was not a revolutionary movement bent on destroying the existing world order.” 
Christians were to work within the existing order but live in and exemplify the virtues of 
Christ.”16  
 
Paul uses the slave / master relationship to stress the larger truth of hierarchy within creation 
and before God.  It is almost impossible for us to wrap our minds around this idea because of 
the privileged culture in which we work.  As a people we will struggle with the picture 
painted for us in passages like Romans 13:1ff and here in Colossians 4:2-4.  The abuse of the 
relationship is historically evident and currently manifested in multiple geographical and 
cultural locations. 
 

And so while American and European consumers worry about exposing their children 
to Chinese-made toys coated in lead, Chinese workers, often as young as 16, face far 
more serious hazards. Here in the Pearl River Delta region near Hong Kong, for 
example, factory workers lose or break about 40,000 fingers on the job every year, 
according to a study published a few years ago by the Shanghai Academy of Social 
Sciences. 
 
Pushing to keep big corporations honest, labor groups regularly smuggle photographs, 
videos, pay stubs, shipping records and other evidence out of factories that they say 
violate local law and international worker standards. In 2007, factories that supplied 
more than a dozen corporations were accused of unfair labor practices, including using 
child labor, forcing employees to work 16-hour days on fast-moving assembly lines, and 
paying workers less than minimum wage. (Minimum wage in this part of China is 
about 55 cents an hour.)17  

 
It is necessary for us weigh the cultural relevance of this text in our situation.  Yet we must 
always begin with the simple text.  The employee/slave is told “to obey.”  Like the child to the 



 

 

10 

parent, so also is the employee to obey their employer in the same manner.  Again, we have a 
present active imperative.  We do have choices in the work place.  We can either work under 
their leadership, or quit.  But as long as the company employs us, we must obey. 
 
Slaves are told to obey their masters. Again, very specific relationships.  “These employers 
could either be saved or unsaved.  The spiritual condition of the employer was to have no 
effect on the quality of the slave’s work.”18  The larger context, like that of the child, is 
obedience “in all things.” The only qualifier we naturally place on such a statement is that of 
Peter’s, “It is better to obey God than man” (Acts 4:19; 5:29).   
 
The obedience invited is qualified by several features.  First, he is not to work with eye service 
(v. 22).  The word is used only twice in the New Testament (Eph. 6:6; Col. 3:22).  It means to 
serve only when the master is present.  Otherwise, in his absence, the employee becomes 
sluggish.  “The context suggests going through the outward movements of the work without a 
corresponding keenness of will behind them.”19  Like “eye service,” “men pleasers” is only 
used twice as well.  The idea is that of seeking man’s favor.  It speaks of, “One who tries to 
please men at the sacrifice of principle.”20  One’s motive is prompted by the praise of man.  If 
no one sees it, then no service is rendered.   
 
Second, he is to work in singleness of heart (v. 22).  Paul establishes a strong contrast with alla 
“but.”  “Singleness of heart” speaks of sincerity, without show or pretence.  The idea is one of 
undivided service. The action is done from a pure motive, a motive that seeks only to bring 
God glory.  It is the opposite of double-dealing and hypocrisy. 
 
A third feature of their obedience is “to work with an attitude of fearing God” (v. 22).  The 
believer is to have a mindset that reflects awe and adoration for God.  Although I do not 
believe we have fear of punishment (1 John 4:15-21), there is a fear solicited by grandeur.  If we 
were to stand on the precipice of the Grand Canyon and walk “the path of the eagle,” the 
sense of awe and adoration would be intertwined with fear, although we could not fall. 
 
The “skywalk is 4,000 feet above the natural wonder of the Grand Canyon. You’re standing on 
a platform made of glass. The rim of the Grand Canyon is 70 feet behind you. The other side of 
it is 3 miles in front of you. Then you dare to look down through 2.5 inches of crystal-clear 
glass and see ………… nothing - nothing but 4,000 feet of air between you and the bottom of 
the Grand Canyon.  Located at Grand Canyon West on the Hualapai Indian Reservation, the 
new Grand Canyon Skywalk opened to the public on March 28th, 2007.”21  
 
Our position in Christ keeps us from having punitive fear of God, but because of who He is, 
we rightly shudder in the presence of His majestic, transcendent apartness.  He is God and we 
are not. 
 
A fourth feature of this obedience is noted in verse 23.  The work is done heartily as to the 
Lord (v. 23 [notice Col. 3:17]).  Here Paul uses the Greek word, ergazomai.  It speaks of taxing 
work, work that produces toil.  The word “heartily” speaks of one’s vital force, that which 
animates his being, his existence.  When we labor, it is to be for God.  When we work for Him, 
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it should be marked by an enthusiasm that marks a sacred service.  That which comes from us 
for Him should be a part of our life force.  “The first do (v. 23) is the common verb of that 
meaning, poieo; the second do is ergazo, which means ‘work.’  The correct translation is: 
‘Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart.’”22    The larger idea in this text is reflected in 
Colossians 1:10; 3:17 and 1 Cor. 10:13.  When we live with the Story in mind, we live to the 
glory of God.  Again, the focus of our activity is always upward.  We work, not to earn the 
praise of man, but to reflect Christ in our earthen vessel. 
 
This entire paragraph uses language such as “fitting” (v. 18), “well-pleasing” (v. 20), and 
“fearing the Lord” (v. 22).  Each of these words speaks to the appropriateness of the action 
described.  The larger idea is found in Colossians 4:1 where God alone has ultimate oversight 
and before Him all creation shall answer.  Verses 24 and 25 speak of this ultimate 
evaluation/assessment.  Two outcomes flow from the singular idea of accountability.  First, 
the Lord honors Christ-like work (v. 24).  What does Christ-like work look like?  Initially, it is 
faithful when no one is watching.  Then, it has one desire and that is to please Him.  And, it is 
marked by a God awareness.  Finally, it is work that is marked by soulishness, by the inner 
man.  The word for “receive is apolambano.  Because of who we are in Him we receive the 
inheritance (cf. 1:12).  “The point is that we shall receive our heavenly inheritance as a full 
reward or recompense for all that we have relinquished down here.  We shall be paid in 
full.”23  It is the Lord Christ we serve.  It is that simple.  There are no five rules or ten steps.  
We must teach and learn to live life in the Story. 
 
The second outcome, and thus motive, is the Lord punishes self-like work (v. 25).  There is no 
such thing as non-consequential activity.  Everything we do has consequence.  There is always 
a positive and negative pole driving all of life.  What does flesh-like work look like?  Initially, it 
works only when watched.  Then, it works only that which pleases it.  And, it is done to 
promote self.  Finally, it lacks heart and enthusiasm.  The word for “receive” is komizo.  At the 
Bema seat judgment, this is the standard.  Those actions that were done by and through the 
power of the Holy Spirit shall receive the reward.  Those actions that were done by and 
through the power of the flesh shall receive condemnation. 
 
As noted, the larger idea for the entire paragraph [and book] is found in the final admonition 
to “masters” (4:1).  “Masters are told to treat their slaves properly (4:1), and are reminded by 
way of implication that the standard is the Lord as the impartial judge.”24 
 
Just like the slave is in shadow, so also the master is in reality.  The master of the slave is but a 
slave of the one Master, God (cf. Rom. 14:1ff).  There is no imperative in this verse.  The verb is 
a present active indicative.  We are not to treat those under us poorly.  We are to treat them as 
we would wish to be treated.  They are to be treated justly and righteously.  And they are to be 
treated without favoritism.   This is how all who have oversight are to exercise the 
responsibility.  Parents, like “masters,” are to act graciously and appropriately to those under 
their oversight.  This is how God the Father through Jesus Christ treats creation.  Such actions 
as justice and fairness are fruits of the Holy Spirit and manifestations of the indwelling Christ. 
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This is the bottom line.  We are all slaves to something or someone.  When the final judgment 
plays out, to what or whom you were a slave will be openly manifested to all present.  No one 
but God is ultimate. 
 
This reminds the employer that he is not the standard.  We are not the measuring sticks.  We 
are all but tools in the master carpenter’s hands.   
 
Friend, is your head in the game?  We must wake up.  Our apathy not only puts our life in 
danger but also the lives of all those within our circle of influence.  If you do not know God as 
Savior, then you will be blindsided at the great judgment.  Fortunately, for those who know 
Jesus Christ as their Savior, there will be no condemnation.  Yet in this life it is possible to 
encounter the intrinsic demerit to sin.  As a believer, the consequences of sin can take place 
through two venues.  First, we become restless by not remembering His oversight as our 
Master and our position as slave.  This forgetfulness produces a spiritual/mental fog which in 
turn makes us restless in life.  Second, we are troubled because we yield our instruments to 
unrighteousness and have made a pet of our sin.  This bondage produces unnecessary guilt 
and shame.  Both can be overcome by remembering the Story. 
 
Do we understand who God is and who we are in light of this?  “Every relationship of life is to 
be regulated by the truth and knowledge of Christ: all must bear the Christian character and 
glorify God in whatever relationship grace has placed them.  How simple everything becomes 
where Christ is known, and the heart dwells in His presence.”25  Friend, God wrote a Story 
where Jesus is the Hero.  May our eyes be forever fixed on Him. 
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